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Train Mountain Ramble
Preparations Under Way
Steaming bays being added.

-- from Rudy van Wingen

 In preparation for the June 12 TM'03 Ramble that the JT&S
RR Museum is hosting, the Team Ratliff (Allan, Brian and
Greg) has started the addition of steaming bays.

They have poured footings for 5 additional bays, extended the
retaining wall to the southeast to extend the length of the two
new bays on the east side of the existing bays.  They also
relocated the air compressor to the power station, and rerouted
the water flow from the wash underneath the Highline Bridge.
All this was done on a rainy, cold and blustery weekend; it
rained almost all day Saturday!

In addition, their plan calls for removing the switch in the
current main line turntable lead and changing the current car
barn track into an additional lead branching off at the curve to
the mainline switch and placing a gauntlet track in the
westernmost roundhouse track. This will allow a locomotive

Campground
Beautification Project
Moves Forward
Several areas receive a “make over”.

- - From the Editor.

If you have wandered through the campground area
recently, perhaps you have noticed a pleasant change in the
looks of certain areas.

Landscaping added.
The duo of Kevin and Liza Kane have been busy creating a
desert tableau in several locations around the campground
area.  These improvements greatly enhance the “first
impression” new visitors will come away with when first
setting foot on the property.

A recently completed project by the Kane’s is the “Baggage
Cart Garden” located between the depot and the lower
loop, visible to the left as you drive onto the grounds.
Included are a new rock retaining wall, plantings, and one
of the Santa Fe baggage carts that formerly resided near the
picnic shelter.

continued on page 3

The Kane’s newest addition-  The Baggage Cart Garden!

continued on page 2
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that is ready to depart for the mainline to leave the turntable
while a locomotive inbound from the main can be
approaching the TT.

Allan, Greg, and Brian Ratliff take a break after stripping the forms.

The three bays to the west of the existing bays will all
eventually be roundhouse bays, and are laid out so as to
allow substantial work space between the tracks in the
roundhouse. These bays will be on ground level until they
reach the roundhouse doors and will then be elevated inside
the roundhouse, allowing the construction of a scale model
structure with full adult headroom.

Team Ratliff has taken some of the "scrap steel" such as that
used in the original bays to their shop down in the valley and
will be assembling the bays there preparatory to bringing
them back up for installation on the work weekend of April
11th - 13th. Bill Shepherd is also planning on being at JT
beginning on April 8th to do additional work on the car barn
foundation and pit.

That will leave one work weekend in May to complete the
preparations for the Ramble. I plan on being at JT from
Thursday, May 22nd through Monday, May 26th if any of
you care to plan to join me for that weekend to help out.

It has been proposed to add a passing siding on the mainline
from the caretaker's grade crossing to the steaming bay shed
irrigation valve box. This will greatly ease operations between
the two loops and will reduce waiting time at the loop
switches. There should be time between now and June 12th
to get that siding in if we can get enough people out to help

in grading and track laying. Let's see more of you out there
enjoying the great spring weather and healthy exercise so that
we can show our guests from the East Coast and Midwest
what a real mountain RR is like! ¤


